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MESSACE FROM EDWIN 0.X. PAENBULLEH
PKESIDENT, LIBERIAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

——le

We are pleased to present to
the public the first issue of our
Society's Journal - The Liberian
distorical Review. With +this nubli-
cation the Iiberian Historical So-

ciety, an organization which was

formally founded on May 17, 1964, L

-

launches oubt on one of its ambitious
projects - to publish annually a

Review containing articles and fea-

. tures centributed by members and

guest writers.
It has been said that those who
forget history are condemned to re-
peat it. It was with this awareness
that we organized ourselves six
months azo in order to explore the
past and encourage and promote the
study of history and its related dis-
ciplines in connection with our
nation and its people.

If our

enquiries can yield fresh results;

| if interest can be sparked in the

valuable elements in our history so

that efforts are coordinated for

| their preservation, enrichment and

- the creation of new forms; and if we

can give impetus to historical

curiosity, thé socievy's -
existence would have been
Justified.
no% for us alone is this
task of research and discovery.
It is for =11 who love and ap~-
preciate the sense of history
and who aré willing to partici-
pate collectively or individually
in this fascinating adventure so
indispensable in cur fast develop-
ing and dynamic cultural setting.
This is your invitation to join
the Liberian Historical Society.
whence, vWhat and Whither,
have been the eternal questions

of man and as he has responded

to the challenges of his times
to that extent has he carved for
himself a comfortable niche in
the annals of civilization and
thereby influenced human pro-
gress and developnment.

May our response to the
challenges of our times be far-
reaching so that we may with
renewed interest, encrgy and

dedication help to deepen,

broaden and enrich cur miiicu.
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MEET THE LIBERIAN HISTORICAL sS0CT il

The Liberian Historical csociety ewtend

a1l isg Peaders,

Officers:

President

Vice President -

Treasurer

Parliamentarian -
Corresponding Secretary
Reccrding Secretary -

by
Bandele Bicaise

Director of Home Arts
Department of Education

- Edwin 0O.X.
Henry B. Cole

s greebings to

Fahnbulleh

- Edith Z. Kamara

Bandele Bicaise
Maude V. liajor
Lydia Zoe Caine

IT. Chairmen of Permanent Committees:
Advisory Committee - Hon. Charles D. Sherman
Research Committee - Abeodu B. Jones
Editorial Committee - Bertha Beker Azango
Publications Committee- Chauncey Cooper
Programs & Publicity - J. Dwalu Kimber
Finance Committee - Arthur Massaguoil
Scholarship Committee - Doris Banks-Henries
IIT, Patroms:
President William V.S. Tubman-Honorary Chief Patron
Honourable Charies D. Sherman-Patron
Honoureble E. J. Yancy -Patron
Honourable Richard A. Henries-Patron
Honourable Richard &5.S8. Bright-Patron
Honourablé C. L. Simpson -Fatron
Honourable Harrison Grigsby -Fatron
Honourable E.C.B. Jones -Patron
Honourable J. Rudolph Grimes -Patron
IV. Members:

Walter Cason
Adelaide Dayrell
Lulu Richards

Osborne K.

Charles Armstrong
Christopher lMinikon

/

Diggs

A, E. Nyema Jones
Ora Horton
William Harding
Bolton Williams
Edna Freem:n
Edwin Clarke
Emmanuel Johnson

We are hopeful that the Liberiean Historical Society

will receive not only the moral support of citizens and

foreigners in our land, dbut also offer their «f

in all ways.

vl

cooperations
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EDITORIAL

FRESERVING OUR RICH HERITAGE

1¢ history of Liberia is rich with examples of the

horest desire of citizens to unite, defend and protect

this chexrished land of ours.

o

Of men of hcnor, fortitude
and patriobtism who would rather die than see the land

they loved pass into the hands of aggressive, land hungvy.

foreign powers.

The history of Liberia goes far beyound the 140 years

of its existence as a country. The religicus influence

of early Arab traders, the political rercrcussions after
the disappearence of ancient African kingdoms, and the
piliage of Zuropean explorers, each left its mark on the
culture of the early inhabitants. An equally important
factor is the similarity yet unique features of the
history, culture and customs of the 28 tiibal groups of

this land. Other than the record of drums, artifacts

and tha spcken word, little has been recorded about these

trites.

The Unification Program initiated by President
William V.S. Tubman bespeaks the need to link the long
discennected chain of events in Liberian history. The
Iiberian Historical Society was crganized in 1963 fer
the purpose of searching for, organizing and presenting
historical facts about the country so as o2 stimulate

Tiberians to write about their homeland and foreigners

to appreciate the rich cultural heritage of curs.
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RESEARCH 1IN LIBERIA

b B
by
C. Wesley Armstrong, B.A., M,A,
Chief Cataloger, University of
Liveria Library

In this articie, I ghall attempt
to discuss and analyze the needs for
research in Liberia. The weaknesses
will be pointed out, suggestions and
reconmendations will be made as to
hew we, as a pecple, can encourage
research amcng Liberian gtudents and
scholars. Specific characteristics
of rescarch, and an outline of a few
general Research tools will be men-
tioned. Finally, I shall conclude by

indicating the areas in which we

should commence rTesearch.
Definision and Statement of Problem:

In a growing nation as our,
there are urgent needs for up-to-

date research and research tools in

the Liberian Society. The proper
evaluation of a nation's progress
and development depends upon the o
types of research projects in process
or conducted. Research is very
essential and must be handled and con-
ducted by trained and gleg1l ful  indi~
viduals. These individuals must be

quite familiar with revolutions and

happenings in the society.

I

; Research as defined by Webster's
' New _Internctional Dicticmsry consists

' of "careful er critical inquiry OT

examination in seeking facts or
 principles, diligent investigation

in order to ascertain something."

' This definition includes the com-

plete investigation of human re-
Research is

the manipulabticn of things, con-
cepts or

VT

syu2cia for toe purpose
of gereralizing to extend, conrect,
or verify knowledge, whether thait
knowledge aids in the construction
of a theory or in the practice
of an art. The mechanic or the
physician therefore is a research
worker only when he attempts to
generalize about all automobile
or all paticnts of a given class-
in a community where constan?®
research is conducted, the quality
of the research and the communit®y
jtself is improved. Having beeX
norighed by the enthusiasm and Ifrc-
quent efforts of forward-looking
leaders, the infant research
movement has experienced con-
siderable growth. Dedicated men
have accomplished mircles, but
much work remains to be done. The
growing paing, problems, and weak-
nesses common to other areas of
human progress in the early days
of their development have also
plagued research. Platoons of
well-trained investigators did nct
spring up overaight to present the
world with flawless solutions to
the problems of cur civilizavion,
Each generation of research
scholars has had to build upon
the work of its predecessors-—-
correcting errors when possible,
filling in gaps, and gradually
constructing a body of concepts
that are more useful in solving
problems than the guesswork of
the laymen. Under the leadership
of able men, the research mcve-
ment has made slow but promising

progress.
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Cn our national scene and in the
rea of research, what has been done
n evaluating our culture, writing
history texmtbooks for the Liberian
b

o

B8

populatbicn, or even in politics and
government? Obviously, very little
research is being carried on in
Liberia. Even the 1ittle which is
being cornducted is not known to the
gstudents and scholars; it is done on
a narrow and crade scale and very
much unativractive. When the question
of research comes into focus, one is
ept to know the role it plays in the
eadvancement of the national culture
and socieby; also, its improvement
and development are considered. It
would seem to me that we are further
removed from conducting any souvnd
research projects of our own and to
better our conditions. The reasons
are cbvious.

The failure on the part of our
scciety and govermment to collect
and presenve data is the greatest

indrance to our national progress.

o
oY)
'J

n
A rssearch worker today in Liberia is
like a stranger in a strange land.
We lack the information, encourage-
ment, and the finance. On the other
hand, we are aware that there is
tremendous need for careful and sound
research in Liberia today then ever
before.

fhat are we doing with informa-
tion in ILiberia? Many times I have
pcndered over this question. 1t is
a very serious question to consider.
Wey do people preserve infozaation?
In Liberis, we have not reached the
stage to know the actual values of
stored data., Without secured and
stored information, research is im-
Toscible. We destroy more informa-

tion than we preserve. Tais cns

weakness can btz

attrituted to the

.

fact that Libvoria lacke Urained

archivists and

actuval anéd fect
Tiveria hag ned

iibrarians. The
aal History of =i
er been writbten ani

will never te vwiritten. A1l of our

retrospective date have Dbeen

destroyed. Jatc)

present and future

History of Liveria will depend upon
the kind of intormaticn this genera-

tion will preserve. de must ve

convinced that

Ragearch opens the

doors to the past and holds the

key to the future. Because of the
lack of ressarch ability and skiils,
all of the revelant data on the
history and culture of Liberia have
all disappeared and have slipped

into the hands
We always feel

of the foreigners.,
proud to invite

foreign research teams into the

country to perform a job which ve

can and are copable of performing.
This sounds ridiculous, but it
usually harpens. 1t is about time

that we encourage and invite our

own research teams and spend less.

It was quite embarrassing and

yet nol too suprising when a student
wanted to get information on the
Speakers of the House of Represen-
tatives from 1347 tc date, It was

very difficult

te lay hands on such

a vital information which some

eager studeni wanted. In the ab-

sence of reliesbie records, this

was a difficul.

t question to answer.

It was a research question which

required searc

h and the examination

of some storsd records.
Let us now face the reality of

research. There are many areas

in Liberia whi
researching.

ch need searching and

Essential among them
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gre Public LAdmin
ard Law, Eluc

is much work to te done in the

istration, Governncab
caticn, and Eistory,
There
line of improving the guality of each
of these areas. The weaknesses which
are existing within these arecas are
due to our ignorance in the philoso-
rhical principles, operation, and
functions of them. Research is = PO~

vince of goveroment in most modern

countries. Support for reaearch may
be cxpected to increase economic
crder.

The great weaknesses which have
iwpeded rcsearch in Liberia are (1)
the lack cf

infcrmation; (2) the lack of finan-

the written and preserved

cial assistance to indigenous re-
searcherz; (3) the lack of encourage-
ment from the Goverament as a whole

These and

and private institutions.

other weeknesses have largely contri-
buted teward the impossivility of re-
There

is a consbant resistance in Liberia,

search of eny kind in Liberia.
especially on the part of Government
Denartmentis, to cocperate when it
comes to the question of research pro-
posed by a Liberian, and permission
to examine their records. Those who
govern and direct the affairs of the
Liberian activities are cognizant of
the needs for resecarch in Liberia.
Of course, each government department
has a few research assiztants. Our
main concern here is what is being
published and how can it be made
available to the ILiberian scholars
who are in need of information and
at the sametime engaged in research?
It is very amazing to observe
that Liberia dces not possess any

Work produced from sound, valid, and

reliable rcasuvweh. OFf course,

there are numercous werks and cther
materials putlisked on ILiberiz,
buv they have limited themselves
and are narrow in scope and
coverage becancze of the inaccessi-
tility of deta.

students snd scho

How do we expect
the Libterian olzrs
to keep abreast of current and re-
trospective Cdovelopments in ILiberia
and ite neighbcuring countries?

It is quite evident that we kncw
true History of
our own country. Others have been
able to study cur society and his-
tory through the process of re-

search grants extended by foreign

very little of the

governments. After the research
is conducted and finalized, what
benefits does L'beria get from
such research projects? Sometimes,
we get absolute disgrace, embarrass-
Should

we can

ment, and dieappointment.
these thing=z harnsn when
conduct our own research projects
and find out our own weakness?

Liberian scholars should bhe-
come aware of the urgent needs cof
the preservation of data which
will stimulate research. Govern-
ment departments should begin now
to encourage research workers oy
providing projects; publish find-
ings and make such information
available to students and scholars
who are intercsted in research,
The Government of Liberia shouid
encourage research both on the
national and international levels.
Don't let us bte quite satisfied
with the foreigners coming into
taking out the in-
formation, ard pubLlishing same at
our detriments.

the counbry,
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In ordem o conduct ang carry
cut valid and reliable ressearch PO
jects in ILiberia, there should be
certain factors present which are
quite evident of any type of research
project.
lioraries on the different levels;
(2) Covernment documents which con-—
atitute the best source for the
higtory of the Liberian people, par-
vicularly, on the pelitical, social,
educabional, economic and military
masters. They are also the primary
sources for most statistics and form
the basis for higher regearch.

Cther values include autvhoritative-
ress, up~te-dateness, availability,
low cost, end readability; trained
and skillful research workers, and
the orientation of the techniques of
research.

Research Tools:

To carry on any type of rescarch,
data are gathered from which the
hypothesis may be tested. Many and
varied research tools have been
developed to aid in the acquisition
of dats. They are of many and dif-
ferent kinds and employ distinctive
manners of describing and quantifying
the data.

appropriate for certain sources of

Each tool is particularly

c¢ata, yielding information of the
kind and in the form that would be
These
researzh tools are as follows:

the Question-

most effectively used.

N\

1) Inquiry Forms; (2)
(3) the Opinionnaire or
Attitude 3cale; (4) Observation;
(5) the Interview; (6) Sociometry

.

raire;

They are (1) well-organized

o

{7) Gess-w:yu Technique; (8)
Digtance Scale.

The tocisz ;
instruments that provicie for tue {
collection of

of rescarch are th=

data upcn which hLyoo-
From the

tre

theses may be tested.

great varie'y ol these tools
research chooses those which axas
most approepriase to the sources cf
data, and which provide the kinds
and forms of information that wouid
be most useful. The quantificaticn
of these data makes possible mole

precise analysiz and interpretation.

Characteristicg of Kesearch:

An attempt to summarize some

of the characteristics of research
may clarify many of the concepts
of its methology.

(1) Research gathers new
knowledge or data from
prinary or firsthand
sSOuUTCes,

(2) Research is expert, = -
systematic, and accurate
investigation.

(3) Research is logical and
cbjective, applying
every possible test o
veyrif the data col-
lected and the prcce--
oures emplcyed.

(4) Rescarch endeavors to
organize data in quanti-
tative terms, if possi~:
ble, and to express them
as numerical measures.

(5) Research is patient and
unhurried.

(6) Research is carefully re-
corded and reported.

Cornclusion:

Many undesirable attitudes
toward research have developed be-
cause the public is nct well-in-
formed about scientific procedures
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and objectives. Our country must ’
take steps to fill this intellectual
vacuum: +f citizens remain ignorant
of research, they may impede sccial
development and endanger national
survival. In a democracy, all men
play a part in determining policies.
If they do nct aporeciate the value
of scicntific investigation, they
will rot make intelligent decisions
when asked to“support research pro-
jects. ©Ocientific understanding,
there, cennot remain the exclusive
privikége of an intellectual elite.
If citizens acquire sufficient
rnowledge of research to see the
relaticnship between it and their
individual and naticnal well-being,
they will be more willing to assume
the responsibilities necessary to
promote scientific investigation.

The specific areas which need
t0 claim our national and immediate
attention in Liberia are (1) Law and
Government; (2) Education; (3) Politics;
(4) Military matters; (5) Hospitals
and Public sanitation; (6) Public
Administration, and many other areas
need to be developed through the
process of Research,
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by
Iyaia 4. Coine, Lssiston®
Director, Higher rFducstion
ond Teztoook Hepezrch
Dopnrtuent; of Eduecotion

.

l{c l./u

Deor Africs, swset load of hope,
vhen first by God's ova haud Ye nsde
your movatolne bigh, your trecs o
tall,

Your riches vast, your rivers wide.

‘:4‘)

Prom dsy to dzy, the children blegt,
With bounties from good naturs's
ntore;

They tollzd not much for what to eat,
Tor 1ife wee sinple, wsy and free.,

They knew no guns, they heard no
snotng

Tns monarch's rule ncne did
challenge;

in watters daring, bold znd true,
The PBage's pardon no one dared.

.4 night the wooded village fires
A1l twirklzd "wui mui,"” through the
cracks

Tha barbooed wzlls, and grassy roofs,
Re-echoed folk songs here and there.

Lo daylight cleared the village

fires

The men, znd wonen and children zll,
wish backete fishnets, chicken

coups,

"Po work, we'll go; no time to waste.”

0o gwoet wags life, on this dear land,

0311 dawned the gloom on Africa'’s

cnores;

The wolves did cowe, bthe sheep did
flee,

Gore west, some east, some north,
gome gouth.

"Good~bye, dear land,"” now came the
cry

"Th} fogzy mountains, wooded banks,
Thy fishywaters, lofty hills,

o more we'll see; good-bye,
food~tye."

S0 harsh 4he tone of voices there,
0n bosrd the sumoky veesel strong;
They called "hey niggers, go down
below

Btrange land, your feet are bound to
tread” |

e % o 4o B, - py. » 4 o beapyr sy o727, oo
il p’!,} cfo.mr o iy i BozL 20

= o po— 1 2% 4 ]
In fzcen void of kinliinese;
= .
Up, step the prg---terz, onc-~
% p
by -=0ne
Vpd 4 A Y A 5 o -~
Great sons sud dzughterz glaves
to e,
T - 2 e ek R Rt
In cornfizlis wide, grezt Princes
720317
[ ~ ool 2ol 4 - ¥
'ty Py oy Ae T 2 & P -~
Tne wninc vwent vrzp; thzlr CZ248

£

vorn eyes )
Tndenturz6 gizves were ncw LIS

Vd
ckiels,

A}

At night in czb
The princes
211,

s P
014 mon, oid pop, the little jo€
1 zéy for ©Z

L4

fun !

degigned;
For you did shzlter Jesus Chrisv
7nen Herod scught kis 1life to

tz¥e "

Sl .

50 God dié s=2rd =z Hoses down,
To cornfield mzcsters hers znd

thera;

"You set my children ¥
once

Your corzfisids 211, I'll set

Then came the cry, 'cross ocezan
depths

"Come home, come home, ye wWezry
ones.

The homelznd fire 4id rever
quencn

Since centuries ago you left.”

S0 joyful now iz Africa,
Be-decked with glories once
bereft;

Her children strong, her riches
vast,

Her future greatness, sucompared.

Join hands and sing, ye Africa’s
sons,

Your mother ~frica behold;

The ties once broke, the Lord
had mend

Iio need to fight, let's 211 unji




o TIBERIA A COLONWY OF THE UNITED
NS STATES?
by
Bertha Baker Azango, B.Ss., M.A,,M.Ed.
Director of Supervision &
Evaluation
Department of Education
Ra Jra
The premature birth of the Re-
of Iiberia in 1847 was agitated
need Lo protect her existence
Like all
premature infants, more attention

public
by the
and defend ker integrity.

and consideration was necessary for
her survival. The epidenic of
Africa‘'s partitioning in the late
19th century almost resulted in poli-
tical and economic strangulation of
the 1little Republic.

of a free Negro state on the "primi-

The existence

tive" ccontinent was viewed by many,
even the United States who was
Liberia‘’s closest friend, as a
threat to western economic imperi-
alism. The 15 years delay in extend-
ing recognition to an independent
Liberia by the United States was due
rrimarily to the fact that American
admiristrations at the time were

more symnpathetic to economic interest
of the southern states than to the
poclitical ambitions orf the Negro
RepublicA1 European governments on
the other hand viewed our existence
as an encouragement to other Africans
in their desire for freedom and

humzan dignity, and therefore a threat
to European control. Unable to wipe
Liveria from the map, these European
powers went to no limit in spreading
propaganda and indoctrinating their
subjects in the belief that the

1. Raymond W. Bixler, The Foreign

Policy of the United States in
Liberia, 1957

104 -

independence of Liberia was a
sham for in reality %
had always been a colony of the

United States.. Any avgument for

or against this allegation rust

was and

f£ind ewvidence in the economic
plight of Liberia before the

Tubman Fra and the influence

the United States in helping

solve it problems.

of
to
There were three periods in
Tiberian history when conditions
were so depressing thav it had
no choice but a turn to the
United States for advice and help
or be crushed by European
imperialists. First was during «_
The word

impression

the colonial psriod.
"colonial" gives the
‘that Liberia was a possession of
the United States.,

the expression "colony'" as re-

The use of

lated tec Liberia's early history
refers to the group of American

Negroes who migrated to

these
shores in search of a haven from
political and econcmic oppression.
As American citizens the officials
(if not the liberated Americans
Negroes) were entitled to pro-
tection by the United States

Government. The presence in

Liberia of direct U.S. Government
agents was a means of
such protection. The founding

and governing of Liberia during
the colonial period was purely

a private venture, although the
United States Government fre-

insuring

quently gave financial support
and political advice to the
barent organization - the
American Colonization Society.




| divided among the European Powers.

b
coloniel
1847 can
the dual
The New Standard Encyciopedis

misconception of the
status of Liberia before
be attridvbuted in part to

distinguishes two definitions of the

term:

{(a) "A colony is a populated

area held and governed by
an outside country. It is a

subject territory under

the sovereignty (complete

control) of the outside
country, which rules it
either with cr without
allowing some measure of
iocal self-government."

() "Colony alsc means a group
of people who migrate from
their homes to ancther land
but remain under the rule of

their native country."2

The 27 years pre-indspendence period
in Liberian history must therefore

be regerded as cne in which the
colonists, migrating from their
D e —

land, were under the control of

American Colcnization Society and

(]

home-
the

received the protection of the United

States Government, and not as a
period in which Liberia was held,

governed and controlled by the United
= Sty LS

tates Government.
Lates Lovernmetly

The second critical period in

Liberian history which stimulated

the insinuating accusation that she
was an American colony was between
1870 and the outbreak of World War I

in 1914, This was the period of

intense imperialist aggression, when

Africa was being butchered up and

| British and French land gluttons

| continuously pinched Tiberian terri-
| tory uatil it was narrowed to a mere

— e — — i S — ——
—— i e s o o o — ——— " S T S

. 2. The New Standard Encyclopedia,

Stendard Education osociety,

196%.

{1

meaning of the word "colony."

coastal fringe; and Garmany,
being Liberia's largest trading
partner, watched with ikeen
interest and demanded certain
econcmic controls for herself.
Although the United Stabtes was
unwilling to agsume direct
responsibility for Liberia's in-
ternational relationships, it
felt that unless the little weak
Republic had the support of some
power commensurate in strength
with Great Britain, France and
Germany, it would soon disappear
from the map as an independent
state. The United States made it
understood, therefore, that
though it did not claim a pro-
tectorate over Liberia, it con-
sidered it right, as the next
friend cf Liberia and because
Liveria was founded under
American fostering care, to sid

that Government in preventing any
encroachment of a foreign power
on its territorial sovereignty.
The greatest crisis during
this pericd grew out of the
financial condition of Liberia.
Unable to pay previous financial
obligations and to make the
necessary internal reforms so
strongly demanded by envious
neighbors, Liberia obtained an
international loan of 1,500,000
in 1911 shared by bankers of the
United States, Britain, France
and Germany. In return it was
compelled to accept a multiple
receiver to manage custom
The Uaited States
furnished the general receiver
while the other countries

receipts.



| was badly depleted.

—

furnished assigtants.

the United States provided other

i ueﬂition,

fiscal agents and military officers
to organize and control the frontier

force. Because this new American

control repiaced a similar previously

held position of Great Britain, the
jealcusy of the FEuropean counter-
parts was intensified and a propa-
gandist war was launched charging
the United States with imperialist
activities in Africa and Liberia of
colenial status.

The third and perhaps the most
unforgetable influence of the United
States in Liberia to perpetuate the
belief that Liberia was an American
colony, was the loan of 1926 which
brought the Firestone Plantations

| Company into the country. The

financial plight of Liberia necessi-
tating the floating of this loan can
best be understcod by visualizing

~ the econcgic catastrophe thrust upon

the struggling Republiic by the out-
break of World War I.

The Liberian Government depended

entirely on custom duty for the
revene during this period; and more
than 50% cof the foreign trade was
carried on with Germany. #hen the
Allied blockade destroyed German

sea commerce, the revenue of Liberia
As a result
foreign commitments on previous

E loans could not be met and the

salaries of government employees
could not be paid. In this
desperation to obtain a loan at all
cost to meet its obligatjons,
Liberia once more turned to the
friend it trusted and best knew,

N oy
b

the Unitel States, rur a lwan vl
%5,000,000. Partly because of
the complex system in the United
States of congressional approval
for such matters and partly
because the American Government
saw an copportunity to rid itself
of the nigh price placed on
rubber by British and Dutch
monopcly of the rubber industry
in the East Indian Islands, the
United S%ates recommended a
private investor, Harvey S. Pire-
stone, to make the loan to
Liberia. Inspite of Liberia's
poverty striken condition and
the urgent need for the loan,
however, President King and his
trusted officials put up a strong
fight to incure that the terms
of the loan agreement would not
undermine the sovereignty of
The 99

years agreement, however, gave

the Negro Republic.

Firestone certain monopolies

over Liberia's economy, thus
providing a basis for the allega-
tion that Firestone, an American
enterprise, owned Liberia,

Such long term agreements were
also in common practice between
the United States and Latin
America. In 25 years the Fire-
stone loan was completely paid
at an interest rate of 43 per
cent, thanks to President
William V,S., Tubman's Cpen Door
Policy.
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In conclusicn 1v must be
emphasized that the economic and
territorial crises of Liberia demanded
that outside help must be speedily
obtained. As a foster mother of the
1ittle African Republic, the United
States was the most logical one to
provide that help., The fact, how-
ever, that the United States never
intended to extend political control
over Liberia nor was Liberia ever
willing to sacrifice an inch of its
integrity and soveraignty in return
for any aid, are sufficient evidence
to prove that Liberia was never a
colony of the United States.
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EDWARD JAMES ROYE-TRAITOR OR
PATRIOT?
Pars One
by
Christopher T. Minikon, M.A.L.D.

The Headquarters Building of the
National True Whig Party is to be
naned after Edward James Roye, fifth
President of Iiveria. Apart from the
scattered references made to him in
texts on ILiberia, and in Iiberian
newspapers, no biographical work has
appeared to give full details of
Roye's life and career. In fact some
misunderstanding and misinterpreta-
tion exist about his complicity in
the loan of 1871.
of locating major documents--pre-
ferably from Roye'sofficial and
?ersonal files, or from collections
of the True Whig Party--creates
further difficulty. Vhat follows is
only an attempt to examine the
political conditions existing in the
country at the time of Roye's election
as president and of a critical analy-
sis of the gquestion of the loan.

When Roye emigrated to Monrovia
in June, 1846, from the United
States, he had already attained a
reputation as a shrewd businessman.
This he soon made his community to
recognize, for not long after his
arrival, his activities led him to
be one of the richest and leading
merchants in Monrovia. Furthermore,

his interest in the political,

The impossibility

literary and judicial life of the

4country led to his election as

Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives in 1849, his selection
as publisher of the "Iiberian
Sentinel" in 1854 (it suspended
publication the followlng year),
and his appointment as Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court,
1865-1868.

At the time of Roye's
arrival, the political life of
Iiberia was contested by two

‘political parties, the "True

ILiberian Party", and the "Anti-
sdministration Farty." The
former elected the first Pre-
sident of Iiberia, J.J. Roberts,
and it is reported that the
latter became known as the "0ld
Whig Party."

It is alleged that the
ruling True ILiberian Party
adopted discriminatory and un-
fair practices to the extent
that it admitted only nmulattoes
in its ranks and in the
of Government, excluding all

affairs
others.+ As a reaction to
these practices, the 0ld Whig
Party reorganized itself under
the name of the "Irue %hig
Party" in 1860 and becaue
politically active in the
election of 1869.
advertised the discriminatory
policies of the True Liverian

Thereupon it

1. Abayomi Karnga, History of
Iiberia (Livewool: D.h.
Tyte & Co. 1726), P- 45.
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party, leading that Party to reorga-
nize itself into the "Republican

.
15

Party" in an effort to bypass the pro-

paganda associated with its name.2
However, the election of 1869 was
a victory for the True Whig Party
whose candidate was E.J. Roye. It is
% significant to note that one of the
§obgectlves of the True Whig Party in
the campaign was the prohibition of
| foreign interference in the affairs
of, and settlement in, the Republic.
It was without surprise therefore
that the Party which supported
"ethnocentrism" and nationalistic
Thus
Roye was the first President to be

idealisn" won the election.

elected by the True Whig Party.

; Roye inherited a border dispute
:w1th Sierra Leone, then a British
;posse531on, concerning owership of
;the Gallinas territory -- a territory
?West of the Sulima river -- which
ILiberia claimed was hers but which

- the British Governcr of Sierra Leone
‘disputed as Liberia's. Furthermore,
' British traders evaded payment of

| o - .
customs on Liberian coasts in the

gdiSPuted territory.
President Payne, Roye's pre-

‘decessor, finding the status quo in

and unbearable,
officers to the

' the area thus irksome
gsent Liberian. revenue
?territory ostensibly to collect
‘customs fees due ILiberia. They met
‘with difficulty in the execution of

' their duty, but they succeeded in
"impounding" the schooner "Elizabeth"
and other properties said to have be-
longed to Sierra Leonean traders.

O s s . e s, > e e G e . —— ——— —— —— — T S — - S S S G . G G

2. A. Doris Banks-Henries, The
Iiberian Nation (New York: Herman
Jaffe, 1954), p. 101.

This act of the revenue
officers enraged Sierra Leone's
Governor who&undoubtedly
persuaded his government to
frighten ILiberia into meking
restitution to the traders. He
succeeded in this, and ILiberia,
under threat of bombardment from
a British warship, hurriedly
collected produce valued at five
hundred pounds sterling and
promised to pay, on a monthly
instalmental basis, the balance
of the three thousand three hun-
dred seventy pounds sterling she
was required to pay as penalty

In those days, Liberia found
herself in deep financial
and this was made double,

for impounding.

straits,
it is reported, by the withdrawal
of American financial support in
the period immediately following
the fmerican civil war.? The
financial debacle thus facing the
Republic made the meeting of the
country's obligations to the
Sierra Leonean traders impossible.
And when Roye took over in 1870,
it was clear that, considering
the country's financial situation,
Liberia could not live up to her
promise to liquidate the balance
of the compensation to the traders.
noye nmust therefore now look for
other avenues to restore the
financial balance of his govern-
ment.

In his Inavgural sddress,
Roye, among many things, said

T e e S e S S S Vot G S —— —— Y ——— — — . G- S . G G —— —— — —

3. John D. Hargreaves, Prelude
to the Partition of west |
Africa (London: MacMillan &Co.
Ttd., 1963), pp.86-87.
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to be UNQETuancu vy s~ o=
fair and reciprocal
interior

+ion: he spoke of the need to develop
up the interior his desire to open up the
ads, and to P&y the

a road systen to open
by building roZ
Sierra Leonean

wnify all elements of the

and to

country; he discussed the desirability balance due the

of establishing a national banking traders caused him to authorize the

jnstitution fer discount and deposit; negotiation of a lcan with Great
Britain. For this purpose he

and he believed that there should be a
progran to cducate the people. These,
he thought, would improve the general

condition of the masses.?

w#hen the President was inaugurated
in 1870, Liberia was only twenty-two
Colorial powers whose

appointed .3. Anderson and E.xK.%.
Johnson, the Secretary of State,
to join D. Chinery, heonorary
Iiberian Consul General in London,
to comprise the delegation.

The amourt of the loan was
one hundred thousand pounds sterl-

ing at seven per cent interest

years old.
territorial possessions surrounded

the country were bickering with it for
boundary disputes designed to shrink payable over a period oif fifteen

the sizg of Liberia and increase that years. The bankers retained

fof their possessions. However, it is thirty thousand pounds sterling as
recalled that this was the era when advanced interest and discount.
eeds of colonialism were being sown The loan was guaranteed on the
'n.%fr?ca, and it glso marked the Liberian customs revenues, but it
?gunung of a period when the Colo- is believed that the bankers de-
ial powers looked for any excuse to ducted their interest in advance
fﬁ.the independent existence of because they were not satisfied
iberia. This was the era too when with the maragement of the customs

taly.and Germany were fighting wars revenues, and they were somewh
fln%fication to attain the status uneasy because they fear d&ew at'
beria had been enjoyirng for over the loan was repudiat ; ? t?at ?f
:Zo :ecades. Internally, the country?w no stcps mightv;)e t:k:i zy :‘Slllberla
Rezub:;§zzp;;r:nd the de?eated British Government to exait e

‘ 1 Y, according to the from Liberia pegment
historian Abayomi Karnea. made secret!  a—eo_____ o
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to repudiate it.
charge cculd be disnissed as &
"political ruse" because Roye's
political opponents were desirous
of getting rid of him and could
therefore fabricate anything; it
could be dismissed too on grouvnds
that Roye was wealthy and sought
the loan only for internal improve-

It may be argued that the bankers However, the

gshould have refused to grant the loan
since they felt that way about the
management of the customs, or that the
negotiators should have rejected the
conditions. But it may be pointed out
that this arrangement remained perhaps
because the Liberians could not find
any other bankers ready to help with
a ioan, thereby enabling the present
bankers to take advantage of the
situation. One cannot help but raise
the question why the bankers felt
uneasy about Liberia's fulfilling its

ment and to pay the country's
debts, and could not therefore
have approved of the interest
rate and the deduction -- & usual
banking practice -- for renumera-
Nevertheless, it is not

obligations ! tion.
According to reports, President sufficient to pass judgement in
Roye, who was in London at the time the absence of evidence, and on
to discuss the Gallinas territory the basis of the absence of the
report of the Liberian Negotiators

question (already discussed above),
gave his approval to the interest rate
and the advance deductions. It is
further reported that this action of
the President's was the basis for a
misunderstanding between him and the
Secretary of State who, because of
this, returned to Liberia. only on speculation.
When news of the transaction It must be observed that in
reached Monrovia, the people were angry, a matter of this nature, especially
and they blamed Roye for approving of if the character of the President
the high rate of interest as a result D//Was to be questioned, there should
of which a large percentage had been have been no resort to an inclina-
deducted from the principal. In fact, tion to act from feeling rather
some of them accused Roye of having than from thought, or to have ex-
| accepted a bribe from the bankers to hibited a too narrow concept of
get his approval. social responsibility. an investi
Many commentators have labelled gation, or a publication of the
the charge that Roye might have Delegation's report, would have
received a bribe a "political ruse", | been in order at the time.
but there has been no concrete proof J (In the next issue: Roye's
Deposition and Death).

of the Loan, or of the jinavailabi-
lity of the records of the

bankers tc ascertain if there
appears no item of guestionable
nature pertaining to the Liberian
loan, conclusions can be reached
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book Reseégﬁgz Fducaticn Depart-

The founders of the modern
state of Liberia had among their
objectives not only the securing of a
haven for Liberians and for the peo-
ple of African descent but also that
Liberia would fulfill a special divine
mission in beccming a beacon light
for iiberty and freedom. for alil of
Africa to behold. Indeed, in the old
colonial regime African colonies were
prohibited from having close dealings
with Liberia because it was infested
with the "independence disease." The
first century of the existence of
Liberia has been spent, it would seen,
preparing for this great task which
has just begun to fulfill itself with-
in the last twenty years under the
leadership of President William V.S.
Tubman.---Editor's note.

Under the long administration of
President Tubman Liberia gained the
respect of people in many countries.
In the United Nations Organization
Liberia with others welcome African
and Asian nations as they rapidly
gained their independence. When the
United Nations Organization was formed
in 1945 only two African countries
were independent and members. By 1960
there were over twenty-four free
African nation member states and in
1964 thirty-four African countries
were recognized as sovereign states.
The first African summit con-

nent officials to represent their

people. Eight countries in all
were in accra. Unity and freedom
of africa were the most important
subjects discussed at that his-

toric assembly. among the many

decisions made was one on the
observance of Africa Freedom Day
each year on upril 15. vwhen
Liberia celebrated this day for
the first time in 1959 President
Tubman reminded his people of the
way that this country had helped
other ifrican countries to gain
their freedom. He said,

"Liberia's contributions
to the liberation of Africa
have been made in numerous
forms. Long before the
Conference of Independent
states, even in the teeth
of bitter opposition by more
powerful nations, we upheld
the inalienable rights of
the people of this continent
to be free and independent.
Even before the present
upsurge of .ifrican nationalism,
Liberia, as a Charter MNember
State of the United Nations,
supported and in some
instances spearheaded every
movement to free the whole
of africa from the bond of
servitude and the state of
dependency. "1
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1iberia was host to a summit meet-
jng held at Saniguellic in 1959.
There, President Tubman with Presi-
dent Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana and
president HSekou Toure of Guinea talked
about African Unity and neans of help-
ing to free the whole African conti-
nent from foreign control. A pro-
posal was made to form an organiza-
tion which President Tubman said
would permit, "each signatory to
maintain its sovereignty, and its
peculiar identity. This organization
would speak in one concerted voice"
on behalf of all Africa. The follow-
ing year in May, 1960 twenty African
heads of state and government met in
Monrovia to make plans for their
countries to work together more
closely and to help other countries
to get their independence.

The two leaders of African Unity
have been President William V.S.
Tubman of Liberia and President
Ewame Nkrumah of Ghana. Although
both of them agreed that it is
necessary for all African states
should be united they disagreed on
the form of union that should be

formed and the way it should be formed.

President Nkrumah believed that all
independent African states should be
joined together in a political union
under a single head. President Tub-
'man believed that each country
should be governed by a leader
elected by the people and that all
independent states should join to-
gether for strength in economic,

social and cultural affairsj he.
did not think political union
would be possible for many years.
It would be difficult for the
president or ruler of any nation
to agree for a foreign ruler to
control his people. This would be
especially difficult for new
African nations who had just got-
ten rid of foreign rulers. The
differences between President
Tubman and President Nkrumah
caused the formation of two groups.
ne was called the Casablanca
Powers; it consisted of Ghana,
Guinea, Morocco, the United
Arab Republic and Mali. Its first
meeting took place at Casablanca.
This group was interested in
political unity of africa. The
second group of twenty African
states held its meeting in Mon-
rovia in 1960 and was called the
Monrovia Powers. It was convinced
that President Tubman's view of
an organization known as the
Associated States was more
practical than political union.
For several months discuss-
ions continued on the platform
of the two groups of africen
states. A number of attempts
were made to bring together the
two organizations. Both of thenm
wanted unity. Both of them wanted
all of Africa to be free. t'hy,
then, should they be divided?
Finally, Emperor Hailie Selassie
of Ethiopia succeeded in getting
both groups to agree to meet in
Ethiopia.
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On Mey 23, 196% representatives
of thirty-two African states met in
Addis Ababa to make a unified apprcach
to the solution of problems of the
continent. For four days the largest
sunmit conference in African history
took place. President Tubman was one
of the four conference chairnen to
preside over the meeting. ihen it
ended, the views of President Tubman
were contained in the charter of the

Thirty
There
were five objectives spelled out in

Organization of african Unity.
countries signed the charter.

the chartcer:

1., To reinforce ties of unity
among african states and Mala-
gasy

To co-ordinate efforts to
raise the standard of living
of member states

To defend the scvereignty and
territorial integrity of men-
ber states

To eliminate colonialism in
all its forms from Africa

To promote international co-
operation, acceptance of the
United Nations and adherence
to the Universal Declaration
of the Right of Man.

The addis Ababa conference also
decided to raise volunteers in each
state to help African liberation
movements and to set up a special fund
to give them practical and financial
aid. Other important decisions were
made against racial discrimination,
especially in South Africa. May 25
of each year was to be observed as
Africa Iiberation Day.

The charter for the Organization
of African Unity becane effective

2,

.after the end of the conference

when representatives returned
hore and the governments of two-
thirds of the member states
ratified it. The organization
has four main institutions:

l. An annual assembly of
heads of states and
governnents which would
pass resolutiouns by a
two-thirds majority

4 ¢council of ninisters to
* neeb at least once a year
and pass resolutions by

a simple majority

A general secretariat
(Ethiopia to organize a
provisional secretariat
aided by six other coun-
tries

A comnission of mediation,
conciliation and arbitra-
tion.

_ There are also five other con-

missions including defense,
econonic and social development;
education and culturej; health,
sanitation and nutrition; and
scientific and technical research.
Before the Organization of
African Unity became fully
establishecd as a functioning
international body it was forced
to deal with a number of problems.
Anong these were border disputes
of Morocco and Mauritaniaj
(Morocco refused to be a full
nemnber of the summit conference
because she claimed Mauritania
as a part of Morocco and Mauri-
tania had been accepted as en
independent state at the con-
ference); as well as Ethiopia and
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Somalia. However, peace was main-
tained and solutions were work out,
From February 24-29 foreign ministers
of the thirty-three African nationg
with their delegations met in Lagos,
Nigeria to prepare the agenda for the
second African summit neeting. Two
hundred delegates participated in this
preparatory meeting.

While President Tubman had an
important part in keeping peace in
Africa, he continued to strengthen
relations with other African nations
through personal contacts and nutual
assistance. For ten days before the
All Africa Summit Conference he was
guest of Emperor Haile Selassie of
Ethiopia. Thereafter, he visited
Tunisia.
students from several English and
French speaking countries to study at
institutions of higher education in

Scholarships were given to

Liberia.
In international organizations

Liberia has worked cooperatively with
representatives of all countries. It
has been of special importance to
insure the wholehearted participation
of all African independéent nations in
the work of such bodies. The Liberian
Secretary of State was one of four
African representatives sent by the
conference of foreign ministers to
speak on behalf of Africa at the
debate on apartheid in South Africa
by the Security Council of the United
Nations Organization in June, 1964.
At this meeting Honourable J. Rudolph
Grimes urged an economic boycott

of South Africa. In this way

the world could express its
disapproval of racial discrimina-
tion practiced by the goveranment
of South Africa. Over the years
Liberia has fearlessly and per-
sistentiy fought for racial
equality. with african nations
and nations in other parts of the
world Iiberia has sought to have
injustices corrected in South
Africa, in Angola and in South-
west Africa., In these areas of
the continent black people were
denied human rights. Through the
United Nations Organization it is
hoped that the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights which went
into effect December 10, 1948
will be adhered to by all member
states.

In 1962 Liberia and Ethiopia
appeared before the World Court
at The Hague, in Holland and
argued the case against South
Africa and its apartheid policy
in Southwest Africa as well as in
the Union of South Africa. It
has been difficult to get Great
Britain and the United States of
America to vote for economic sanc-
tions against South Africa; but
both nations warned that country
against racial discrimination,
all without success.

Liberia was very active in
the World Trade Conference which

met in Geneva, Switzerland in
April, 1964. At this largest
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trade meeting that the world kas ever
held, African and Asian nationg urged
greater consideration for developing
countries by industrial nations.
They argued that price control for
raw products was in favor of wealthy
nations. Highly industrialized
countries purchased products fronm
African and Asian countries at very
low rates and sold manufactured goods
at high prices. This caused people
of Africa and Asia to remain poor
while rich nations grew richar.
African countries want fair prices
for their exports and more assistance
in the development of their trade.
while ILiberia rejoiced over the
liberation of the African continent
she was greatly distressed over mis-
understandings. Although the British
and the French had established arbi-
trary boundaries for their respective
colonies, Liberia thoughtit wise to
allow these boundaries to remain as
they were at the time that each nation
gained its independence. It was in
accord with this opinion that Liberia
accepted the boundaries that separated
our country from Sierra Leone,
Guinea and the Ivory Coast. Our
government knew that legally these
countries should have returned land
taken from Iiberia by Britian and
France in the late 19th century and
early 20th century. However, peace
with our neighbors has been considered
more important than entering into con-
troversy over boundaries. Some other
African states believed that boun-

daries made by European colonial
powers should be changed. As a
result international conflicts
arose in North Africa, Viest

Africa and East Africa, because of
disagreement on boundaries. Presi-
dent Tubman advised his colleagues
who led their governments to be
patient and to meet on friendly
terms for discussion of their pro-
blems. Some matters could be
placed before the Organization of
African Unity; others could be
placed before the United Nations
for settlement.
in authority in the various coun-

Those who were

tries appeared to be eager to
avoid war even though border
raids frequently occurred.

On april 25, 1964, President
Tubman set out to visit African
countries on the east coast and
On the
Journey, he made a goodwill stop
at Mombasa, Kenya. The personal
contacts made with the President
and people of Madagascar and the
Federal Republic of Tanganyika and
Zanzibar served to strengthen
relations between west and east
Africa. Most leaders of Africa
believe that unity can best be
gained by meetings of the heads
of African states. Before World
War II the people of Africa knew
little about each other. Opportu-
nities for international or inter-

the Malagasy Republic.

cultural activities were rare.
In fact, Africans were taught more
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abcut Europe and America than about
Knowing that
knowledge is the basis of understand-
jng African leaders travelled more
. and more in their own cocntinent.
Begides this, the number of confer~
ences increased, some governmental;
some non-governmental., For the first
time Africans became acquainted with
large groups of other Africans from
many countries. The greatest handi-
cap to closer unity was the language
barrier. To remedy this situation
all African countries agreed to make
the teaching of English and French
compulsory in the schools. Some peo-
ple objected to this on the basis that
these two languages are foreign to
Africa. However, it became clear that
to learn English and French was the
most practical way to free exchange
cf ideas, because the majority of
African people know one of these
languages. It would take a long time
to select one of the two hundred
African languages for all Africans to
1aster.

their own continent.

iberia had two or three political
arties. There were the Republicans
d the Whig parties. But as time
assed the True Whig Party dominated
he scene and for nearly one hundred
ears it has been almost uncontested
xcept for sporadic mushroom parties
hich have sprung up near election
time. Most Liberians are not
gccustomed,to a multi-party state.

In the early years of the Republic,

Although much has been done to
encourage  those who wish, to
organize new parties; people are
generally afraid that they will

be mistaken as enemies of the
government if they form an opposi-
tion party. Some people believe
that contests can go on within a
party; therefore many parties are
not necessary for a democratic
state. ‘hatever is the opinion,
the fact is evident that the
majority of african countries have
adopted a one-party system of
government. It remains for the
future to prove that this is a
peril to democratic government in
Africa.



SOME APPROACHES TO THE STULY OF
LIBZRIAN HISTORY
by
Abeodu B. Jones, Ph,D,

This articlie attempts to intro-
duce a monographic approach to the
understanding and writing of Liberian
History. The chronclogical approach
with heavy emphasis on political
development and interpretations has
always been the general pattern
pursued in interpreting our history.
It is hoped that the monographic
approaches briefly discussed below
will lead to new interpretations.
Liberian history is a fescinating
subject minus politics. 4 brief
bibliography is attached at the end
of the discussion on each approach.

1. The Hurmanitarian Approach:

A great deal of the early
literature on Liberian History
stress the view that Liberia was
founded as a result of the efforts
of humanitarians in the United States
as evidenced in the work of the
American Colonization Society. This
view has been preserved by Liberian
crators and teachers of Liberian
History who refer to this class of
American citizens as philantrophic
men. This interpretation is further
closely associated with the occurrence
of miraculous acts of a benevolent
God who despite wars, boundary
squabbles and international inter-
ference in our national affairs, has
preserved for us our liberty in these
dark periods in our history. It
therefore became the duty of the
founding fathers and those who came

after them to preserve this humani-
tarian approach by helping the
Africans tc understand the mind

of the west as portrayed by them
and to "civilize" them.

Religious grouns and missionaries
too are engsged in the task of
preserving the humanitarian

tradition.
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2. The Economic Approach:
Two popular views to this
approach are discussed: One has

been to analyze Liberie =5 an
escape valve for troublesome
Americans of African descent
whose constant revolts against

an oppressive economic system
threatened the economic statility
of the Scuthern states in the
United States of America.

The Second approach develops
this thesis further that having
‘arrived in Liberia the immigrants
from America were to adhere to
the economic philosophy of the
South and establish an agrarian
society. In the final analysis
the issue becomes an unending
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search t0 establish a viable econonmy,
In the process of so doing was o
emerge vicious attacks from without
and within which not only undermineqd
our sovereignty but heaped upon us
many of the unsavory expressions and
adjectives which even today arouse
Liberian sensitivity, resentment and
a defensive attitude. There need be
no apologies for these economic short
conings since almost every nation in
the process of development has under-
gone experiences of economic em-
btarrassmeny from which at times the
most inhumane and sadistic methods
were undertaken to remove them.

In the early days there were

ttempts to establish a merchant
arime which was a fairly successful
usiness enterprise. The vessels of
£.J. Roye sailed the waters of the
orth Atlantic to the ports of Liver-
001 and New York. Uafortunately by
tﬁe last ¢ecade of the 19th century

[iberia's merchant marine was unable

bolenial powers who by now had begun
fo ply the shores of the Atlantic
;long the %est Coast of Africa in

uperior vessels.

evenues during the last quarter of
he 19th century there was resort to
oans, and contracts of migrant labor
n which Liberians so engaged in this
ype of work were by law to be pro-
ected. Bscause of the distance in-

olved making the task of policing and
upervision difficult the terms of the

°ntracts were open to much abuse. In

e course of time the League of
lations Investigation Commission re-=

bo withstand competition from European

Facing a shortage of much needed

vealed meny inadequacies,- -
conducted under this system
which tiarough the lack of
vigilance had escaped the atten-
tion of those Liberians respoa-
sible for the general management
of the contracts. And in all
fairness it should be mentioned
that such a method of employing
labor was alien to the Libericn
mind. They hsad no previous
experience in conducting business
of this nature.

Liberia remained in an
economic plight during the worid
depression. It is often allegaed
that one side effect of this
shortage of currency was the
provision to extend the
presidentialil terms from four to
eight years thesre being insuffi-
cient funds feor the observance
of inaugural ceremonies quarterly.
The same pecuniary argument led
to extension of the presidential
term from two to four years dur-
ing the first decade of the
present cenvury.

There was a dramatic and
positive turn however toward the
development of a dynamic econonic
growth with the advent of Foreign
investment in the Republic.
Foreign business operations such
as Firestone (1226), Bomi Hills
(1952) ané Nimba (1960) intro-
duce a new economic system based
on industry.
contrast to an agricultural based
economy. Nevar before in the
history of Liberia had there bezen
80 much money in circulation.

It was quite a
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The results can everywhere be seen -

more schecls, better roads, more
pospitals, better salaries. Never-
theless, the search for a viable
economy continues.
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Divlomatic Approach:

ing thisAapprcach Liberia his-
tory becomes meaningful from the
incipiency of the early plans to
found a settlement to the final act
of repatriating the settlers during
the third decade of the 19th century.
The diplomatic maneuverings of the
American Society whose membership
claimed many distinguished United
States Congressmen, amoag them Henry -
Clsy, Daniel Webster, Fresident
fones Jefferson and President James
Menroe who while promulgating the
Monroe Doctrine had no qualms about
the feasibility cf seeing the set-
tlers safely over in Africa, are
emong some of the engaging features
in Liberian history inviting re-
search. How else could it be ex-
plained that the Good Ship Elizabeth

o

was a naval vessel refitted to
transport the American immigrants
7hat, if the
diplomatic mission of Samuel
Mills and f£benezer Burgess to
Great Britain and to Governor
Charles MaCarthy in Sierra Lecne
had been sguccessful and the Iimmi-
grants were welcomed into the
That
more diplomatic maneuverings are
undertaken fcr two years in order
to obtain land first at Sierra
Leone and a second and success—
ful attempt from the Mesurado
Kings late in 1821.

For the next twenty-six
years the status of the colony
and later the ccmmonwealth be-
came @ thorny diplomabic ques- |

to Liberia.

colony of Sierra Leone?

ticn, unpieasant controversy and
embarrassment involving Liberia,
the American Colonization Society;
the United States and the

colonial powers, chiefly Britain,
and France, 3Spain and Cuba.

There being no other way out of
the impasse independence was
proclaimed in i847. Many persons
including Liberians living then
wondered and asked if the

country was ready for indepen-
dence just as it is being asked
today of other independent
countries in Africa.

/ It is further significant to
note that while Liberia remained
under the tutelege of the
American Cclonization Society no
one called it corrupt nor ineffi-

cient., There is evidence that
these adjectives were made use of



after the Sociely had withdrawn
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supervision and control, Again, this

has been the case with many newly
independent colonial territories.
They too suddeniy become corrupt

and inefficient but only after inde-

pendence is achieved.

Liberia is further engaged in

more dirlometic intrigues over
boundary problems with the French
and Priticsh.

These problems became

acubte after the Berlin Conference of

1885. Ard though Liberia was not

invited to participate in this Con-

ference she was expected to abide by

hy the decision and resolutions cof
the Confercnce especially those which
related to effective occupation of
territories in Africa and adequate

policing of boundaries. The effects
of the Berlin Conference were trau-

matic.

blems and recigned. Blyden was

f serritory to the colonial powers.

minds what they could no
their collective might.

aconsed of bargaining away Liberian

Cne President ccllapsed under
the weight of these boundary pro-

Tae pericd also witnessed the Golden
Age of Liberia letters as Liberians

took up the pen to defend with their
; t do with all Stauderiaus

At this time, the United States-
Tiberian Treaty of Friendship was in

operation since the beginning o
Lincoln Administration.
seem that its effec

and French wee:less apparent while

a great deal more effective in assist-
ing the young Republic to guarantee
its control over the coastal tribal

population especially in Sinoe and

f the
But it would
t on the British

Maryland. Waile already in-
volved with boundary problems
with colcnial powers, there were
instances when certain colorial
powers aligned themselves with
some of the tribes of the Re- _
public to cause unrest. Probzably
the last oi these instances was
the Jush Ninley case arising out
of the Ieague's investigation

in which the Eritish were re-
ported to have encouraged
resistance against the Liberian
Government.,
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pumanizes history, and in the case Settlement., A popular view

of Liberian History the life of persists that Blyden bargained
gaward W. Blycen (1832-1912)is an away Liberisn territory to the
ﬂlustrious example. Blyden was British during the scramble for
gctive on the Liverian scene for Africa eighty-two years ago0- It
pore than half a century. dJust as is still not evident whether this
the British speak of Victorian charge is a judgment of history
fngland so ig it possible to speak on him or a propaganda of history.
of an Age of Blyden in ILiberia. It while conceding that certain mytchs
js true that Blyden never became never die no matter how many facts

are marshalled to fight them, the

indictment cast upon Blyden can b€
The

president, though he aspired to win
that exalted position, his influence
on Liberian Presidents from Joseph appreciated in this wise:
Jenxins Roberts to Arthur Barclay lion being hungry saw a rabbit

as nonetheless formidable. He also and when he was about to eat it up
trobably knew every President from saw a little mouse come to inter-
Roberts to Tubman and taught nearly vene so that the lion may spare
hll of them in school or privately. the rabbit's 1life. The lion was

pPresident Tubman was 17 years old suppose to listen with sympathy to
fhen Blyden died. the mouse's plea and release the

Blyden's versatility in many rabbit.
breas of knowledge also won for him The concept #as too humanitariar

the reputation of being a contro-
At his death he was The temper of the age which gave

to be appreciated in these times.
versial figure.
ed by Momolu Massaquoi as - birth to the partitioning of
Africa also brought on the First
Jorld War and the Second Jorld
‘lar, In simple languacre that

ulogiz
aving lived a century ahead of his
ime. His ideas were at once liberal,

nlightened and controversial. But
his essay is not meant to be a bio- meant, might was right. It

aphy of Blyden - & subject as therefore is a cause for reflection
inexhaustive as Shakespeare. It will whether even the mighty genius of
suffice to limitthis discussion to slyden could conguer or persuade
two items in the areas of Liberian the British lion, in back of which
political and intellectual history stood the greatest military might
in which he left an indellible mark -  known in humen history at that

the gettlement of the Northwest time, to relinquish its hold on
boundary dispute with Britain, and Liberian territory. Besides,

his contributions largely to the Blyden could never hope to accom-
African Repositorye. plish what Cleopatra achieved with

Caesar and ‘ntony.
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211 he had was g brainy head which was
given 1O him to reason. But then
these were times when reason fled and
forsook man, OT did man flee and for-
gake it. Moreover there were no gun
poats pub to his use which could aid
ILiberian diplomacy, nor could they in
any way match British gun boats in
this age further aptly described as
the age of Gun Boat Diplomacy.

To conclude then, Christopher
Fyfe has revealed in his monumental
work, A Fistory of Sierra Leone
(p.471) that:

Boundary commissions having
prcved fruitless, it was pro-
poced to offer the Liberians

an exchange. The British
government would compensate

the traders ... in the Gallinas
;..and settle damages Harris
claimed: in return Liberia
would accept the Maffa River
(which emptied at Cape lount)

as a Boundary.

Havelock went to Monrovia

in March 1882 to offer these
terms. The Liberian Com-
missioners (Blyden was one)
denied the British claims.
Havelcck agreed to drop Harris's
which were all based on breaches
of Liberian Customs laws, that put
upheld damages (assessed at
8.838 pounds) #4,075, the sum
the Liberian government.had
spent making treaties with
Chiefs beyond the Maffa. Thus
both claims, the British to
compensation, the Liberian to
territory, would be ext}ngulshed
without either s%dzhhavngg r;g

ay anythinzg. I ese te
geZe rgfuseg, hg iﬁsistgg the

f 8.83%8 pounds be paic.
ul%nwilfingly the Commissioners
accepted the ultimatum and
submitted it to the.P;es1dent.
Havelock, as & cgncﬁi;gtggy
crumb, offered the
froitier instead of the Maffa,
thirty miles distant. Trere
was a storm of protest in
Monrovia. Under the Liberian

constitution the Senate

had to ratify treaties.

The President (H.R.W. Johnson)
caught between Havelock

and his naval escort, and
the pogular execratiocn that
awaited him if he accepted
glaldly delayed decisicn )
until the legislature met 1n
December. Biyden, made &
scapegeat, had again to flee
from ilonrovia.

(b) The African Repository

Blyden's contribution to the
African Repository was immense.
The African Repository and Colonial
Journal, as .the periodical ®@as
officially known for many years
until supersedad by the Liberia
Bulletin (1892 - 191i2), was first
published in 1825. Blyden appeared
on the Libarian scene from the
Danish iest Indies in 1851, then
19 years old. ZEvery issue of the
African Repository carried an
article written by him, so that,
to a large extent, to understand
the African Repository or to be
provided with = readers guide to
its encyclopasdic literature on
Liberia apd the Ccntinent of
Africa, means further to under-
stand the mind of Blyden. This
extremely useful publication ceased
to be published in 1912. One
wonders whether it was purely a
coincidence that in that year
Blyden too died.

Besides his contribution to

the African Lepcsitory Blyden also
wrote and published about twenty
books, pamphlects and speeches.
Among his works he is well-remem-

bered for Islem, Christianjty
The Negro Race. He wrote many

letters to friends in America

and Europe. Most of his American
Correspondences are preserved in
his own hand writing in the

Library of Congress, Annex Divisior
These have been copied and pre-
served by Edith Holden of Rock-
ridge, Greenwich, Connecticut.
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Blyden also kept up a lively friend-
ship and correspondence with Glad-
stone, one of ingland's great 19th
century Prime Minis%ers.,

The study of Blyden is without

exaggeration comparable to g study
of Shakesveare. Hig 1itera3y contri-
bution to Liberian and African
Intell=ctual history are immeasurable,
and no study of the African Centinent
can be cefinitive without taking

rnote of his many accomplishments in
every discipline on the study of
Africa.
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BOOX REVIEW

by

Henry B, Cole, Editor
The Tiberian Star

TRIBE & CLASS IN MONROVIA
oy

Merran Fraenkel, ILondon

Published for {3}

1€ International
frican Institute by Oxforg
Af

University Press, 1964

This study of the social strata
gm-._ behaviour pattern of the inhabj-
ants of Monrovia (excluding foreign
residents) proves Mrs. Fraenkel is a

resourceful and skillfyl researcher.
The beok

is a valuable decumentation
roduced under difficult circumstances
erticulariy in g country where the
eonle do not share the "Britisher's
everence for carbon Paper and

filing cebinets." That is, until now.
The regrettable aspect of the
book is that chapter two entitled
"'Monrovia Today" and appendix "g® on
'he interior administration are now
fompletely out of date. Conditions
fave changed so much that what she

has written is now history and the
fitle becomes a misnomer,

Liberia, often erroneously re-
°Tred to as the first African Re-
ublic (the Republic of Griqua was
he first African Republic) indeed
8 the existing oldest Republic as
ell as the fastest changing country
L Africa. Her econcmic growth in
he last five years was one of the
ighest in the world, second only to
that of Japan. ‘

Equally so the political
Changeg That have taken place have
°°nSiderably altered the pattern of

the Country's administration of the

By *the formal creation of
four new counties, thus dividing
the country's entire land mass in-
%o nine counties, the balance cf
political roewer has swung fron
the coastal areas to the intexriocr-
a fact which has not gone un-
noticed with alarm by some sec—
tions of the population.
The "Monrevia Today"
Mrs. Fracnvzel describes and
Pictured docs not exist any more,
particularly the delapidated
buildings between rages 52 and £3.
Her photo selections leave oze
with the impression that she was
not out fo give a balanced idea
of what Monrovia was at the time,
but to prove thas Monrovia is
about the worst spot in Africa.
Equally so the map on page
two has been Scrapped since
Liberia's political re-arrange-
ment is now entirely different.
The interior administration
she describes in apvexdix C on

page 236 has changed. There is

no intericgr administration as she

describes i%. In fact the Depart.-
ment of Interior does not exist

any more.  We now have a Depart-
nent of Inteornal Affairs,

There are no Provincial aregs
either,

Mrs. Fraenkel 'g werk ip most
Vvaluable in tke docum

entation of
tribal adm

inistration of Jjustice
in Monrovig (capters III, 1V
and V),

and even at writing, the
bPowers of Justice of the Peace
enjoyed by

the tribel authorities
there have

been withdrawn,

those commissioned
haﬂ . RS

and
as such have
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Facts are sometimes not only
stubborn things but also often un-
pleasent. Despite this, it must be
refreshing to Liberians to see a
foreign independent observer high-
light the duality of the Liberian
_judicial system. This is a problem
Liberians fully appreciate and al-
though they may seem helpless to
resolve 1it, the fact that they
recognize it proves they are one step
nearer to a solution. Besides, the

duality of the ILiberian Jjudicial sys-

tem is a common problem to all African

South of the Sahara. wWe have it in
the Congo, we have it in Ghana.

It would be a formidable task
for the ILiberians, or even the Gha-
naians to replace the role of the
Chiefs as arbiters of offences con-
nected with native customary laws.

One disturbing aspect of the
book under review is that the author
has regrettably allowed herself o
fall victim to numerous misleading
generalities.

On page 101, for instance, in
discussing life insurance she stated
rather erroneously that ", ..1life
insurance companies and policies are
wnknown in Liberia..." ILloyds has
been represented in Liberia for

several decades by Patterson Zochonies.

Although they met with failure,
| Liberians did organize ireurance
companies in the past and no less
todey they are in insurance business.
There are no less than six such
operating companies in the country
including the Royal Exchange assur-
ance, one of the best known in Bri-

tain.

Ooz cownew but challengs scme
other generalities which in the
light of a wider background to
African affairs, could have been
avoided.

For instance, Mrs. Fraenkel
writes on nage 43 that "Despite
the economic boom and the alleged
shortage of labour, wage levels are
generally low, and poverty - by
any defirnition - widespread". I
find the statement rather contra-
dictory - poverty in an econonmic
boom. I do not choose to argue
the point, but suffice it to say
that poverty is not the exclusive
disadvantage of Liberia alone.

The point that concerns mne is
that in 1964 conditions have
changed so much that her figurcs
are meaningless. The minimum
wage has risen three-fold; a
policeman who was making w22 in
1957 now makes a minimum of 59,
and a messenger who made $20 six
years ago now makes twice as
much. No one in present day
Liberia would be in his right
mind to offer a clerk $25 - that
is, if he reaily wants a clerk.

I find lMrs. Fraenkel's re-
ferences to tne Masonic Order in
Liberia as highly mischievous.
Her statements on page 194 are
not only speculative but include
rumours and pcpular conversation
when better talking points are

the course of general re-
g, rumours are dangerous
r,go print, consequently, I

p repetition of rumours and



peruiar felilacies in a seientific
research as not only completely out
of place but also ill-advised.

On the whole the book is = use-
ful study and Mrs. Fraenkel at least
did give a pointer to the future with
her statistics on "Occupational
aspirations of schoolboys" on page 212.
They prove that the o0ld Liberia which
three decades ago emphasized law as
the leading profession is dead. The
new Liberia gives medicirne, enginecer-
ing and agriculture priority. One
pust feel satisfied that the youths,
the hope of the future, have the
right vision in demanding preparation
for the challenges of tcmorrow.




Monrovia., Liberiz,
June, 904,

The ILiberian Historical Society,
Monrovia, ILiberia.

Attention: L. Z. Caine,
Organizing Secretary.

Gentlemen:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 20th
ultimo informing me of my election as one of the
Patrons of thié esteemed Society ard wanting to know
ny reaction.

In reply, I wish to inform you that I accept
with much pleasure my election as one of the Patrons
of this Society ard assure you that I will abide by
the requirements of a deserving Patron of this esteem
Society.

Please convey to the Members of the Society my
sincerest appreciation for their thoughtfulness of
me in this respect.

Kindest personal regards and best wishes.

Very truly yours,

(SGD)
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Monrovia, Liberia,
June 3, 1964.

§%§r£$?:fliﬁbgiiz?rical Society,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I feel indeed honoured by my selection as
Patron of the Liberian Historical Society.

The purposes of the Society seem timely at this
stage of our Nation's development. So much valuable
events and experiences of the past have been lost,
through failure to preserve them; and this your
attempt to salvage what is left of our past and to
lay a foundation for conserving the future, is worthy

of support.

I welcome the appointment.

Yours very truly,

(8GD.) Richard S.3. Bright
Richard S.S. Bright



Department of State
Monrovia, Liberia
3rd August 19C4

Dear Dr. Jones:
With reference to your letter of 20th
May 1964 requesting me to serve as a Patron
of the Liberian Historical Society, I wish
to advise that I have no objections to serving

in this capacity.

Sincerely,

J. Rudolph Grimes

Dr. Abeodu B. Jones,
c/o The Department of State,
MONROVI.A.
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Libverian Embassy
Abidjan, Ivory Coast
July 10, 19e4

Dear lladam,

I respectfully hereby acknowledge receipt
of your letter addressed me and dated May 20,
1964 in which you inform me of my election as one
of its patrons by the Liberia Historical Society
at its fifth regular meeting.

I take this cpportunity to express my thanks
to the Society and to pledge my sincere and loyal
service in any-way required and is possible.

I must congratulate the founding members and
wish them all possible success as they pursue soO
worthy a course in our national life.

I thank you for the copy of the Constitution
of the Society which you sent me and look forward

to receiving more information inm the future,

Very truly yours,

(SGD.) Ernest C.B. Jones
ANMBASSADOR

Mrs. L. Z. Caine,
Organizing Secretary,
Liberia Historical Society,
MONROVIA, Liberia
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE

LIBERIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE CONSTITUTION

Preamble

We, the members of the Liberian Historical
Society acknowledging the importance of Eistory
to all nations;

Realizing that in order to promote and advance
the study of History and related disciplines our
concerted efforts, knowledge and abilities are
reguired;

Realizing further that no nation without
knowledge of its History can long endure;

Have organized ourselves into a body and here-

by ordain this constitution for the governance of

same.

Article I - Name

The name of this body shall be the Liberian
Historical Society.

Article II - Objectives

The objectives of this Society shall be:

-To arouse national pride, interest, and
appreciation for Liberian History.

-~To revive and preserve unselfishly for
posterity Liberian History and Literature.

-To provide an atmosphere of free inquiry
for the study of Liberian History and
Literature on a scientific basis.

-To contribute articles to African and
International Jjournals of historical

research.,



-To provide a training ground for scientific
regearch in Liberian History and rclate
subjects through annual meetings and seminars.

.-To raise the standards for studying and
writing Liberian History objectively and
scientifically.

~To encourage the writing of Liberian History
text books cn the elementary, secondary, and
college levels.

-To provide for better understanding of iiberian
History in its global context.

-To arouse international appreciaticn for
Literian History and Historiography.

~To provide an avenue for mutual unis standing
and the free exchange of ideas by thcse
interested in the Scciety.

-To publish annuslly the Liberian Historical
Review based on articles contribuied to the
Liberian Historical Society.

-To make aveilable for use in schools, through
the Liberian Historical Review, reading
raterial hitherto inaccessible.

-To maintain a research center.

~-To promote respect for our national history

Article ITI -~ Motto

The motto of this Society shall be, "We are dedicated
to enlighten."

Article IV - Seal

The seal of this Society shall consist of three
concentric circles with an open book inscribed with-
in the center, the motto in its Latin versicn written
in the circle adjacent to the center, and vae official
name cf the Society inscribed within the cuter circle.

Article V - Scope

This Society shall executive its aime within
the limits imposed by the Constitution aund Statutes
of the Republic of Liberia.



Section 1.

Section 2.

frticle VI - Membership

Seven petrons shall be elected by the

Society. They shall serve as advisors
to the Society.

The membership of this Society chall
be open to all by written applicasion
subject to approval ¢f the majority cf
nemnbers present at any regular neeting.

Article VII - Officers

The Scciety shall consist of the fellowing cofficers:

President
Vice-President
Recording Secrctary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian

Article VIITI - Elgetion of Officers

Section 1,

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 1.

Section 2.

Election of officers shall be by secret
ballot under the supervision of the
Recording Secretary assisted by tellers
appointed by the presiding officer.

Only members who are in good financial
standing with the Society shall be
eiigible to vote or hold office,

Elections shall be held annually on the
first Tuesday in March.

Installation shall take place not later
than one month after election.

Article IX - Meetings

The regular meetings of tnis Society
shall be held quarterly aiv a designated
place and time which shall be mentioned
in a citation by the Corresponding
Secretary.

The President shall authorize the
Corresponding Secretary to cite members
to called meetings whenever necessary.



Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Articie X - Duties of Officers

1t shall be the duty of the President to
preside over all meetings of this Society;
enforce the observance of law and order
among the members; appoint ail committees;
propose measures for the promotion of this
5001ety. He shall with the Recording
vecretary or the Treasurer sign all con-
tracts or other written obligations of

the Society which have been approved by its
members; he shall make a general report

of his administration at lease one month
prior to election of new officers.

The Vice-President shall assume all duties
of the President during his absence. 1In
case of resignation, impeachment, or death,
he shall automatically become President
until the term of his predecessor expires.

The Recording Secretary shall take and
keep a clear and accurate record of the
preceedings of this Society during the time
of all meetings; he shall be the custodian
of all documentary properties belcnging

to the body; he shall act in thce absence

of both the President and Vice-President;
he shall receive all moneys paid to the
Society and turn them over to the treasurer.

The Corresponding Secretary shall cite
members to meetings, and shall direc%d

and receive correspondence in bechalf of
the Society in consultation with the Pre-
sident. It shall be the duty of the
Corresponding Secretary to assist the
Recording Secretary in the execution of
his duties, and to act as Recording Secre-
tary during the absence of said officer.

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer

to keep all funds of this Society, and
to disburse the same by the direction of
+he President. All funds deposited in
the Treasury nust be receipted by the
Treasurer who will in turn open an account
in the name of the Society and deposit
same with a chartered bank in Liberia.
Authorized signatures for the withdrawal
of funds from the Treasury shall be two
out of three signatures including the
President, Treasurer, and Recording

Secretary.



Section 6,

aa

The Parliamentarian shall advice the
fregldent, Officers and members of the
©0Clety on correct parlianentary procedures,
and shall see to it that the constitu-

tion and By-ILaws are adhered to during

the delibverations of neetings.

Article XTI - Special Committee

Section 1.

Section 2.

There shall be eight Special Connittees,
and with the exception of the Executive
Committee, all Committee Chairmen shall
be appointed by the Presidsnt. The
Chairmen of the various committecs shall
recommend to the President members to
serve with then.

The Special Committees shall be:

Executive Committee

Research Cormittee

Editorial Committee

Publications Comnittee

Programme and Publicity Committee
Finance Conmmittee

Scholarship Committee

Nominating Committee

Article XTI —~ Duties of Special Ccormithees

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

All duly elected officers shall comprise
the IExecutive Committee. This Comnittee
shall serve as a planning group; its
special duty shall be %o discuss important
matters and make decisions whon it be-
comes impossible for the general assembly
of nembers of the Society to convene.

The President shall be chairman of the
Executive Committee.

It shall be the duty of the Research
Committee to collect research material
and inform the Society from tire to tinme
of the sources of research literature
and where and how to obtain them. It
shall further prepare suitable articles
for publication. It shall prepare a
quarterly review for publicaticn.

The Editorial Committee shall work in
conjunction with the Research Committee.
Its special duty shall be to edit and
censer research material for publication.
It shall prepare the Liberian Historical
Review quarterly for publication.
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Section 4. The Publications Committee shall work
in harmony with the Editorial Committee.
Its special duty shall be to publish
the Liberian Historical Review.

Section 5. The Programme and Publicity Ccumittees
shall make arrangenments for discussions,
synposiunms, senminars, and History work-
shops. It shall be its further duty to
contact new merbers, advertiss the work
of the Society, and lend assis%ance to
institutions of learning in the country
in planning history programnes whenever
such help is requested.

Section 6. The Finance Comnittee shall édevise ways
and means of providing funds for the
Society, and its accounts shall be sub-
jected to review and inspection by an
independent auditor or auditing firm.

Section 7. The Scholarship Cormittee shall make
recomnmendations for the award of scholar-
ships to outstanding students in History
and related disciplines.

Section 8. A Nominating Committee shall be appointed
by the President at the fourth guarterly
meeting of the Society. Its duty shall
be to observe the activities of the
menbers of the Society and to make recon-
mendations for their elections to office.

By-Laws of the Liberian Historical Scciety

Section 1. All voting for election of cofficers shall
be by a two-thirds majority vote of
menbers present.

Section 2. Any six members including the Presiding
Officer shall constitute a Quorum, and
their acts shall be binding on the Society
within the limits of the Constitution.

Section 3. An agenda must be prepared by ithe Pre-
sident or Presiding Officer which shall
be distributed before the copening of
the meeting.

Section 4. The Adnission Fee payable to this Society
shall be ten dollars (410.00). Students
shall pay five dollars (15.00),



Section 5.

Section 6.

Every member of this Society snall pay
a yearly due of twelve dollars ($#$12,00)
or three dollars quarterly. All pay-
ments shall be made to the Treasurer.

For installation or other activities
for which members are to be taxed,
each member shall be taxed an equal
amount of money, the total of which
shall completely defray the entire ex=-
pense, but in no case shall such tax
exceed five dollars ($5.00).

Anendnents

These By-Laws and Constitution may be amended in the
following manner:

(a) A member or group of members wish-
ing to make an anendment shall nake
the proposal to this Societly during
a Regular Meeting of the General
Assembly.

(b) Any amendment can be adopted by a

two thirds vote of the total member-
ship of the Society.

Constitution Committee

Abeodu B. Jones, Chairman
Lydia Z. Caine, Member
Chauncey Cooper, klember
J. Dwalu Kimber, Member
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TE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA

Article I,

DECLARATION CF RIGHTS

The end of the institution, maintenarnce, and
administration of government, is to secuce +he ex-
istence of the body politic, to protect it, and to
furnish %he individuals who compose it with +he power
of enjoying in safety and tranquility thein anatural
rights, and the blessings of 1life; and, Wwnencver these
great cbjects are not obtained, the peop>c have a
right to alter the government, and to take measurces
necessary for their safety, prosperity, a=d happiness.

Therefore we, the pcople of the Commorwcalth of
Iiberia, in Africa, acknowledging with devout gratl-
tude the goodness of God in granting Lo us he bless—
ings of the Christian religion, and political,
religious, and civil liberty, do, in order to secure
these blessings for ourselves and our posteri®y, and
to establish justice, insure dcmestic peace and pro-
mote the general welfare, hereby solemniy assocciate
ané constitute ourselves a free, soverelign, and inde-
penden’s State, by the name of the Repubiic of Liberia;
and do ordain and establish this constitution for
the government of the same.

Section 1. All men are born equally frece and irde~
pendent, and have cerbtain navaril inherent
and inalienable rights, among wkich are
the rights of enjoying and derfending
l1ife and iiberty, of acquiring, possess-
ing. and protecting propervy. and of
pursuing and obtaining safety and happi-
ness.,

Section 2. All power is inherent in the poeople;
all free governments are instituted by
sheir authority and for their benefit,
and they have a right to alter and reform
+he sane when their safety and happiness
require it.

Section 3. All men have a ratural and inalienable
right to worship God according to the
dictates of their own ccnsciences, with-
out obstruction or molestation from others.
All persons demeaning theunselves peaceably,
and not obstructing others in their reiigious
worship, are entitled to the protection
of law in the free excrcise of their owa
religion; and no sect of Christians shall
have exclusive privileges oxr preference over
any other sect, but all shall be alike
tolerated; and no religious test whatever
shall be requiredas a qualificatvion for
civil office, or the exercise of any civil
right.



Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

Section 9.
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Therg shall be no slavery within this Re-
public; nor shall any citizen of this Re-
publlg, or any person resident therein,
ceal in slaves, either within or without
this Republic, directly or indirectly.

The people have a right at all times, in

an orderly and peaceable mannecr, t0o assem-
ple and consult upon the common good, to
instruct their representatives, and to
petition the government or any public
functionaires for the redress or grievances.

Every person injured shall have remedy
therefor by due course of law. Justice
shall be done without denial or delay;

and all cases not arising under martial
law or upon impeachment, the partics shall
have a right to a trial by Jjury, and to
be heard in person or by couusel, or both.

No person shall be held to answer for a
capital or infamous crime, except in cases
of impcachment, cases arieing in the army
and navy, and petty offences, unless upon
presentnent by a grand jury; and every
person criminally charged chall have a
right to be seasonably furnished with a
copy of the charge, to be confronted with
the witnesses against him, to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses

in his favor, and to have a speedy, public,
and impartial trial by a jury c¢f the vi-
cinity. He shall not be compeiled to
furnish or give evidence againsy himsclf;
and no person shall, for the same offence,
be twice put in Jjeopardy of life or limb.,

Wo person shall be deprived of life,
liberty, property, or privilege, but by
the judgment of his peers, or the law of
the land.

No place shall be search nor person seized
on a criminal charge or suspicion, unless
upon warrant lawfully issued, upon
probable cause supported by oath or solemn
affirmation, specially desigrnating the

place or pcrson, and the object of the search.



Section 10,

Section 1l1.

Section 12,

Section 13.

Section 14,

Section 15.
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Excessive bail shall not be required,

nor excessive fines imposed, nor excessive
punishments inflicted; nor siall the
legislature make any law impairing the
obligation of contracts, nor any law
rendering any act punishable in any manner
in which it was not punishable when 1t

was committed,

All elections shall be by haiich} and o7very
male citizens of tweniy-one years of age,
possessing rcal estate, shall have the
right of suffrage.

The people have a right to kecp and to
bear arms for the common defence. And
as, in time of peace, armies are dan-
gerous to liberty, they ought not to be
maintained without the consent of the
legislature; and the military power shall
always be held in ecxact subordination

to the civil authority, and be governed
by it.

Private property shall not be taken for
public use without Jjust compensation.

The powers of this government shall be
divided into three distinct departments,
the legislative, executive, and the
judicial; and no person belonzging Lo one
of these departments shall excrcise any
of the powers belonging to either of the
others. This section is nct tc be con-
strued to include Justices of the Peace.

The liberty of the press is essential

to the security of freedom in a State:

it ought not, therefore, to be restrained
in this Republic.

The press shall be free to every
person who undertakes to examine the
prececdings of the legislaturc or any
branch of government; and no law shall
ever be made to restrain the rights
thereof. The free communication of thoughts
and opinions is one of the invaluable
rights of man; and every citizen may
freely speak, write, and prin% on any
subject, being responsible for the abuse
of that liberty.



Section

Section

Section

Section

Section

16.

17.

18.

19.
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In prosecutions for the publication
of papers investigating the official con-
duct of officers, or men in a public
gapacity, or where the matter published
is proper for public information, the
truth thereof may be given in evidence.
And in all indictments for libels, the
jury shall have a right to determine the
law and the facts under the direction
of the court, as in other cases.

No subsidy, charge, impost, or duties
ought to be established, fixed, laid,

or levied, under any pretex whatsoever,
without the consent of the people, or
their represcentatives in the legislature.

Suits may be brought against the Re-
public in such manner and in such cases
as the legislature may by law direct.

No person can, in any case, be subjected
to the law martial, or to any nenalitics
or pains by virtue of that law (except
those employed in the army Or navy,

and except the militia in actual service),
but by the authority of the legislature.

In order to prevent those who are vested
with authority from becoming oppressors,
the people have a right, at such periods
and in such manner as they shall
establish by their frame of government,
to cause their public officers to return
to private life, and fill up vacant
places by certain and regular elections

and appointments.

That all prisoners shall be bailable by
sufficient sureties, unless for capital
offences when the proof is evident or
presumption great; and the privilege and
the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus
shall be enjoyed in this Republic, in the
most free, casy, cheap, expeditious, and
ample manner, and shall not be suspended
by the legislature, except upon the most
urgent and pressing occasions, and for a
limited time, not exceeding twelve months.



Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:

Section 4:
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Article 1II,
LEGISLATIVE POWERS

The legislative power shall be vested in
a Legislature of Liberia, and coasist
9f two scparate branches, a House of
Representatives and a 3enate, to be styled
the Legislature of Liberia, each of which
shall have a negative on the other; and
the enacting style of their acts and
{aws shall be, "It is cnacted by the
Senate and House of Representatives of
the Republic of Liberia in Legislature
assembled,"

The representatives shall be clected by
and for the inhabitants of the several
counties of Liberia, and shall be appor-
tioned among thc several counties of
Liberia as follows: ''he County cf
Montscrrado shall have four recprcsenta-
tives, the County of Grand 3Bassa shall
have thrce, and the County of Sinoe shall
have one; and all counties hereafter
which shall be admitted in the Republic
shall have one representative, and for
every ten thousand inhabitants cne re-
presentative shall be added. No person
shall be a representative who has not
regsided in the county two wholc years
immediately previous to his clection,

and who shall not, when clected, be an
inhabitant of the county, and does not
own rcal estate of not less value than
onc hundred and fifty dollars in the
county in which he resides, ard who shall
not have attained the age of twenty-three
vears. The representatives shall be
clected biennially, and shnll serve two
years from the time of their clection.

Jhen a vacancy occurs in the representa=’
tion of any county by death, resignation,
or othcrwise, it shall be fillcd by a

new election.

The House of Representatives shall elect
their own spcaker and other officers.
fhey shall also have the sole power of

impeachment.



Scetion 5.

Scction 6.

Scction 7.
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The Senatc shill consist ¢f twe members
from Montscrrade County, two from Bassa
County, two from sinoc County and w0 fron
coch ootmty which may be herenfter in-
corporated into this Republic, No person
shnll be a senator who shall not have
rcsided throe whole yonrs irmedintely
previous to his clection in tho Republice
cf Liberin, and who shzll not, hen
cleeted, be an inhobitaat of the county
which he¢ represcnts, and who docs not
oun real cstate of not less value than
ts0 hundred dollars in the county which
he represcats, and who shall not have
attaincd the age of twenty-five years.
The senator for each county who shall
have the highest number of votes shall
rotain his seat for four years; aad the
one who shall have the next highest
number of votes, twe years; aad 2ll who
arc afterwards clected to fill their
scats shall remain in office four years.

The Senate shall try a1l impcachnents,
the senators being first sworn or
solemnly nffirned to Iry the sawme impar-
tinlly, and according to 1aw; and no
person shall be convicted but by thc
concurrcnce of two-thirds of the senators
prcsent.  Judgnent in such cases shall
not extcnd beyond removal from office,
and disqualification to hold an office
in the Republicj; but the party nay still
be triecd at law for the same offence.

‘Then cithcr the Presideant or Vice-
President is to be tricd, the Chicf
Justicec shnll preside.

Tt shall bc the duty of the Legilslature,
ns socn as convenicntly may be fter

the adoption of this constitutinn, and
nnee at least in every ten jears after-
wards, to cause 1 truc census tc be taken
of cach town and county of the Republic
of Liberin; and 2 representative shall

be allowed every towd having 2 populntion
of ten thousand inhabitants; and, for
cvery additional ten thousnd in the
countics after the first cciasus, one re-
prescntative shall be added t° that county,
until the numbcr of reprcsentntives shall
amount to thirty. Afterwards, oné repre-
sentative shall be added for cvery thirty
thousand.



Section 8. Each branch of the legislature shall
be judge of the election returns and
qualifications of its own nexpcrs.
A majority of cach shall be necessary
to transact business; but a less num-
ber may adjourn from day to cday, and
compel the attendance of absent embers.
Each house may adopt its own rules of
proceeding, enforce order, 2nd, with
the concurrence of two-thirds, nay
expel a nmember,

Section 9. Neither house shall adjocurn for more
than two days without the consent Qf
the other; and both houses shall eilt
in the sane town.

Section 10. Every bill or resolution which shall
have passed both branches of the Legis-
lature, shall, before it becones a law,
be 1laid before the President for his
approval. If he approves, he shall
sign it; if not, he shall return it to
the Legislature with his objections:

If the Legislature shall afterwards
pass the bilil or resclution bty a vote
of two-thirds in each branch, it shzall
become a law. If the President shall
neglect to return such bill o1 resclution
to the Legislature, with his objection,
for five days after the same shall

have becen so laid before him, - the
Legislature remaining in session
during that time, such neglcct shall
be equivalent to his signature.

Section 11. The Senators and Represeantatives shall
rcceive from the Republic a compensation
for their services, to be ascertained
by law; and shall be privilieged from
arrest except for trcason, felory, ox
breach of the peace, while attending
at, going to, or returning from, the
session of the Legislature.

Article IIT.

EXECUTIVE POWER

Section 1. The Supreme Executive power shall be
vested in a President, who shall be
elected by the people, and shall hold
his coffice for the term of two years.
He shall be commander-in-chief of the
army 3nd Navy. He shall, in the rccess
of the legislature, have power to call
out the militia, or any portion thercof
into actual service in defence of the
Republic.

]
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He shall have power to nmake treaties,
provided the Senate concur therein by

a vote of two-thirds of the senators
present. He shall nominate, and, with
the advice and consent of the Senate,
appoint and commission, all anbassadors
and other public ministers and consuls,
secretaries of state, of war, of the navy,
and of the treasury, attornev-general,
all judges of courts, sheriffs, coroncrs,
narshals, Jjustices of the peace, clgrks
of courts, registers, notaries public,
and all other officers of State, civil
and military, whose appointments may not
be otherwise provided for by the consti-
tution, or by standing laws. And, 1n

the recess of the Senate, he m2y fill

any vacancy in those offices, until the
next session of the Senate., He shall
receiva all ambassadors and other public
ninisters. He shall take care that the
laws be faithfully execcuted; he shall
inform the Legislature, from time to time,
of the condition of the Republic, and
reccommend any public measures for their
adoption which he may think expedient.

He may, after convicticn, renit any
public forfeitures and penaltics, and
grant reprieves and pardons for public
offences, except in cases of impcachment.
He may require information and advice
from any public officer, touching matters
pertaining to his office. He nay, on
extraordinary octcasions, convene the
Legislature, and may adjourn the two
houses whenever they cannot agree as

to the time of adjournment.

Section 2. There shall be a Vice-President, who shall
be elected in the same manner and for g
the same term as that of the President,
and whose qualifications shall be the same.
He shall be President of the Senate, and
give the casting vote when the house is
equally divided on any subject. And
in case of the removal of the President
from office, or his death, resignation,
or inability to discharge the powers and
duties of the said office, the same sh=all
devolve on the Vice-President; and the
Legislature may by law provide for the
case of removal, death, resignation, or
inability, both of the President and
Vice-President, declaring what officer
shall then act as President; and such
officer shall euch officer shall act
accordingly, until the disability be
removed, or a President shail be elected.



Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.
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The Secretary of State shall keep the
records of the State, and all The records
and papers of the legislative body, and

all other public records and decuments not
belonging to any other department, and shall
lay the same, when required, before the
President or Legislature. He shall attend
upon them when required, and perform such
other duties as may be enjoined by law.

The Secretary of the Treasury, cr other
persons who may by law be charged with the
custody of the public morneys, shall, before
he receive such moneys, give beonds to the
State, with sufficient sureties to the .
acceptance of the Legislature, for the faith=
ful discharge of his trust. He shall cxzhibit
a true account of such moneys when required
by the President or Legislature; and no
noneys shall be drawn from the treasury but
by warrant from the President, in consequence
of appropriation made by law.

All ambassadors and other public ministers
and consuls, the Secretary of State, of War,
of the Treasury, and of the Kavy, the
Attorney-general, and Postmaster-general,
shall hold their offices during the pleasure
of the President. All Jjustices of the peace,
sheriffs, marshals, clerks of courts,
registers, and notaries public, shall hold
their office for the term of two years, from
the date of their respective commissions,
but may be removed from office within that
time by the President, at his pleasure; and
all other officers whose term of office may
not be otherwise limited by law, shall hold
their office during the pleasure of the
President.

Every civil officer may be removed from
office, by impeachment, for official mis-
conduct. Every such officer may also be
removed by the President, upon the address of
both branches of the Legislature, stating

the particular reasons for his removal.

No person shall be eligible to the office of
President who has not been a citizen of

this Republic for at lease five years,

and shall not have attained the azge of
thirty-five years; and who shall not be
possessed of unincumbered real estate, of
not less value than six hundred dollars.
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Section 4.
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The Secretary of State shall keep the
records of the State, and all the records
and papers of the legislative body, and

all other public records and dccuments not
belonging to any other department, and shall
lay the same, when required, before the
President or Legislature. He shall attend
upon them when required, and perform such
other duties as may be enjoined by law.

The Secretary of the Treasury, cr other
persons who may by law be charged with the
custody of the public moneys, shall, before
he receive such moneys, give tonds to the
State, with sufficient sureties vo the .
acceptance of the Legislature, for the faith=
ful discharge of his trust. He sha-l cxliibit
a true account of such moneys when regquired
by the President or Legislature; and no
moneys shall be drawn from the treasury but
by warrant from the President, in consequence
of appropriation made by law.

All ambassadors and other public ministers
and consuls, the Secretary of State, of War,
of the Treasury, and of the Kavy, the
Attorney-general, and Postmaster-general,
shall hold their offices during the pleasure
of the President. A4ll Justices of the peace,
sheriffs, marshals, clerks of courts,
registers, and notaries public, shall hold
their office for the term of two years, from
the date of their respective commissions,
but may be removed from office within that
time by the President, at his pleasure; and
all other officers whose term of office may
not be otherwise limited by law, shall hold
their office during the pleasure of the
President.

Every civil officer may be removed from
office, by impeachment, for official mis-~
conduct. Every such officer may also be
removed by the President, upon the addrsss of
both branches of the Legislature, stating

the particular reasons for his removal.

No person shall be eligible to the office of
President who has not been a citizen of

this Republic for at lease five years,

and shall not have attained the age of
thirty-five years; and who chall not be
possessed of unincumbered real estate, of
not leas value than six hundred dollars.



Section 8.

Section 1.

Section 2.

The President shall at stated times
receive for his services a comsensation,
which shall neither be increascd ncr
diminished during the period for which
he shall have been clected. And, before
he enters on the execution of his office,
he shall take the following oath or
affirmation:- '

T do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will faithfully executive the
office of the President of uvhe Republic
of Iiberia, and will to the best of my
ability preserve, protect, and defend the
constitution, and enforce the laws, of

the Republic of Liberia.

Article IV,

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

The judicial power of this Republic

shall be vested in one Suprene Court,

and such subordinate courts as the Legis-
lature may from time to time establish.
The judges of the Suprene Court, and

all other judges of courts, shall hold
their office during good behavior, but
may be removed by the Presiden’ on the
address of two~thirds of both houses

tfor that purpose, or by impeachment and
conviction thereon. The judges shall
have salaries established by law, which
may be increased, but not diminished,
during their continuance in office. They
shall not receive any other perquisite
or emoluments whatever, from parties

or others on account of any duty required

of then.

The Supreme Court shall have original
jurisdiction in all cases affecting
anbassadors or other public ministers
and consuls, and those to which the
Republic shall be a party. In all other
cases, the Supreme Court shall have
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law
and fact, with such exceptions, and
under such regulations, as the legislature
shall from time to time make.
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Article V.
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Section 1. All laws now in force in the Commonwealth
of Liberia, and not repugnant to this
constitution, shall be in force as the
1awe of the Republic of Liberia, gntll
they shall be repealed by the Legislature.

Section 2. All judges, magistrates, and other officers
now concerned in the adninistration )
of Jjustice in the Conmonwealth of Liperla,
and all other existing civil and military
officers therein, shall continue %o hold
and discharge their respective offices
in the name and by the authority of the
Republic, until others shall be appointed
and commissioned in their stead pursuant
to this Constitution.

Section 3. All towns and municipal corporations with-
in this Republic, constituted under the
laws of the Commonwealth of Liberia,
shall retain their existing organizations
and privileges; and the respective
officers thereof shall remain in office,
and act under the authority of this
Republic, in the same manner and with the
1like powers as they now posscss under
the laws of said Commonwealth.

Section 4. The first election of President, Vice-
President, Senators and Representatives,
shall be held on the first Tuesday in
October in the year of our Lord eighteen
hundred and forty-seven, in the sane
manner as elections of members of the
council are chosen in the Commonwealth
of Liberia; and the votes shall be
certified and returned to the Colonial
Secretary; and the result of the election
shall be ascertained, posted, and
notified by him as it is now by law
provided in case of such members of
council.

Seetion 5. All other elections of President, Vice-
President, Senators and Representatives,
shall be held in the respective towns
on the first Tuesday in May, in every
two years, to be held and regulated in
such manher as the Legislature may by
law prescribe. The returns of votes shall
be made to the Secretary of State, who
shall open the same, and forthwith issue
notice of the election to the persons



Section 6.

Section 7.
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apparently so elected Senators and
Representatives; and all such returns
shall be by hinm laid before the Legis-
lature at its next ensuing session,
together with a list of the nanmes of the
persons who appear by such recvurns

to have been duly elected Senators and
Representatives; and the persons appear-
ing by said returns %o be duly elected
shall proceed to organize thenselves
accordingly as the Senate and House of
Representatives. The votes for President
shall be sorted, counted, and declared
by the House of Representatives; and,

if no person shall appear to have a
najority of such votes, the Senators and
Representatives present shall in conven-
tion, by joint ballot, elect from among
the persons having the three highest
numbers of votes a person to act as
President for the ensuing termn.

The Legislature shall assemble once at
least in every year, and such meeting
shall be on the first Monday in January,

unless a different day shall be appointed
by law.

Every legislator and other officer
appointed under this constitution, shall,
before he enters upon the duties of his
office, take and subscribe a solenn

oath or affirmation to support the Con-
stitution of this Republic, and faith-
fully and impartially discharge the duties
of such office. The presiding officer

of the Senate shall administer such oath
or affirmation to the President, in
convention of both houses; and the President
shall administer the same to the Vice-
President, to the Senators and to the
Representatives in like manner. If the
President is unable to attend, the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court may administer
the oath or affirmation to hinm at any
place, and also to the Vice-President,
Senators and Representatives in convention.
Other officers may take such oath or
affirmation before the President, Chief
Justice, or any other person who may be
designated by law.
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All elections of public officers shall
be made by a majority of the votes, except

1n cases otherwise regulated by the con-
stitution or by law.

Officers created by this constitution
which the circumstances of the Republic
do not require that they shall be filled,
shall not be filled until the Legislature
shall deen it necessary.

The property of which a wornan nmay be
possessed at the time of her narriage,
and also that of which she nmay afterwards
becone possessed, otherwise than by her
husband, shall not be held responsible
for his debts, whether contracted before
or after marriage.

Nor shall the property thus intended
to be sccured to the woman be alienated
otherwise than by her free and voluntary
conscnt; and such alienation nay be made
by her ecither by sale, divise, or otherwise.

In all cases in which estates are insolvent,
the widow shall be entitled to one-third

of the real estate during her natural

life, and to one-third of the personal
estate, which she shall hoid in her own
right, subject to alienatvion by her by
devise or other.

No person shall be entitled to hold real
estate in this Republic unless he be a
citizen of the same. Nevertheless, this
article shall not be construed to apply
to colonization, missionary, educational,
or other benevolent institutions, so long
as the property or cstate is applied to
its legitimate purposes.

The great object of forming these colonies
being to provide a home for the dis-
persed and oppressed children of Africa,
and to regenernte and elighten this
benighted continent, none but persons of
color shall be admitted to eitizenship

in this Republic.

The purchase of any land by axy citizen
or citizens fronm the aborigincs of this
country, for his or their cwn use, or
for the benefit of others, as cstate

or estates in fee simple, shall be con-
sidered null and void to 2ll intents and
purposes.
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Section 15. The improvement of the native tribes

and their advancement in the args of
: agriculture and husbandry being a cher-
ished object of this government, it
shall be the duty of the President to
appoint in each county sonc discreet person,
‘ whose duty it shall be to mrke regular
and periodical tours through the coun-
try, for the purpose of calling the
attention of the natives to these whole-
! some branches of industry, and of
i instructing them in the same; and the ]
legislature shall, as soon as can convenl=
‘ ently be done, make provicion for these
purposes by the appropriation oI money.
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Section 16. The existing regulations of the American
Colonization Society, in the Conmonwealth,
relative to emigrants, shall remain the
same in the Republic, until rcgulated
by compact between the Society and the
Republic: nevertheless, the¢ Legislature
shall make no law prohibiting emigration;
and it shall be among the first duties
of the legislature to take neasures to
arrange the future relations between the
American Colonization Society and this
Republic.

Section 17. This Constitution may be altcrzd when-
ever two-thirds of both branches of the
legislature shall dcen it necessary;
in which case the alterations or amend-
nents shall first be considercd and
approved by the legislature, by the con-
currence of two-thirds of the members
of each branch, and afterwards by then
submitted to the people, and adopted by
two-thirds of all the electors at the
next biennial meeting for the election of
senators and representatives.

Done in Convention at Monrovia, in the County
of Montserrado, by the unanimous consent of the people
of the Commonwealth of Liberia, this twenty-sixth day
of July, in the year of our Lord one thourand eight
hundred and forty-seven, and of the Republic the first.
In witness whereof we have hereto set our names:

S. Benedict, President, )

J. N. Lewis,

H. Teage,

Beverly R. Wilson, )

Elijah Johnson, %
)
)

N Nt

lcntserrado County.

J. B. Gripon,

John Day,

A, W. Gardner,

Amos Herring 3
Ephraim Tilier,

R. E., Murray, County of Sinoe

J. #. Prout, Secretary of Convention.

Grand Bassa County.




Monrovia, July 29, 1847

FELLOW-CITIZENS, - Having finished our labors,
we now have %“he honor to submitting to your considera-
tion, through the Governor, that Constitutlon which,
in our opinion, will best suit the peculiar circum-
stances of the people of this infant Republic. That

our labors will meet the full approbation of every in-
dividual citizen is scarcely to be expected. Jde trust,
however, that a large majority of our fellow-citizens
will approve our doings, and adopt the constitution
herewith submitted.

In our deliberations, we endeavored to keep our
minds steadily fixed upon the great objects of civil
government, and have done what we conceived to be
best for the general interest of this rising Republic.
We endeavored carefully to arrange every subject
that might possibly arise, calculated to disturbe in
the least the friendly feeling which now so happily
subsists between the different countiess of this Re-
public. We felt deeply the importance and megnitude
of the work submitted to our hands, and have done the
very best we could in order to afford general satis-
faction.

Tn view of the peculiarity of our circumstances,
the new position we have assumed is indeed a gigantic
one; and the government now calls to its support every
citizen who is at all concerned for the safety and

future prosperity of this our only home.
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Knowing, however, that our cause is Just, we
feel encourage, and believe that under God, by a

speedy perseverance, we shall fuily succeed,

In publishing to the world our INDEPENDENCE, we
have thought proper to accompany that document with
a declaration of the causes which induced us to leave
the land of our nativity, énd to form settlements
on this coast; and also an appeal to the syrmpathies
of all civilized nations, soliciting their aid and
protection, and especially that they would, notwith-
standing our peculiar circumstances, speedily recognize
our INDEPENDENCE.

And that the flag of this Republic at no distant
day may be seen floating upon every breeze, and in
every land respected.

It is our earnest desire that the affairs of
this government may be so conducted as to merit the
approbation of all Christendom, and restore to Africa
her long-lost glory; and that Liberia, under the
guidance of Heaven, may continue a happy asylum for
our long-oppressed race, and a blessing to the benightéd
and degraded natives of this vast peninsula; to secure
which is our ardent wish and prayer.

With great respect, we have the honor of being

Your obedient and humble servants.

By the unanimous order of the convention,

Sanmuel Benadicth
PRESIDENT



